
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Walter Siganga        

Department: Pharmaceutical Sciences    Phone Number: (618) 650-5135 

E-mail Address: wsigang@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 2000 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8 hours 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No  

 

Location of research/creative activities: School of Pharmacy, UP 250 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
In 2014, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released for the first time, a comprehensive database 

to the public that contained information on the Medicare program's expenditures in 2012. The data included specific 

variable such as provider names, state and city, type of practice, disease state and a a wide range of payment data. 

With the increasing cost of health care and the implementation of the Affordable Care Act the cost of health care 

will continue to be a major national focus. In 2012, the Medicare program accounted for 16% of the federal budget 

(Kaiser Family Foundation). It is important therefore to identify and follow trends with regard to where health care 

is used, the frequency of use of services and the costs associated with specific disease conditions. The focus of this 

research will be will be on practitioners in Southern Illinois who billed Medicare for services provided. The purpose 

of the research will be to investigate the intensity of use of specific medical services and to determine the cost of 

these services. The findings will be compared to usage and costs nationally and with the state of Illinois. Where 

differences exist, we will make rational explanations and recommendations that will be presented at local and 

regional meetings, specifically the Illinois Pharmacists Association Meeting (in September-October) and the Metro-

East Pharmacists Association meeting. A seminar presentation will also be made to the faculty of the School of 

Pharmacy. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
This is a study that will use a large database to extract information about the Medicare program. You will be using 

Microsoft Excel and SPSS (a statistical Software program) to analyze data; You do not need to have prior 

experience working with these programs.  

You are expected to average 8 hours a week for the duration of the study period. You will be expected to come and 

work in the University Park office for most of the 8 hours/week.  

The major part of the research is expected to be the analysis and interpretation of results. You will conduct the 

analysis in consultation with the faculty adviser and provide weekly verbal updates on your progress.  

You are expected to remain current with news on the Medicare program by reading newspapers and using the CMS 

web site.  

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   1. Designing a study methodology  

   2. Applying to the Human Subjects Research Review Committee for permission to conduct this research,  

   3. Conducting a literature review and compiling a summary of pertinent information from the review,  

   4. Learning to manipulate and use the database, use statistical software, and prepare a report of your findings.  

   5. Preparing a PowerPoint (or other visual presentation) of our findings for presentation at a meeting of       

pharmacists and other health care professionals.  

   6. Presenting weekly to the faculty adviser. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

We will agree on specific times for the duration of the semester. There will be some flexibility with these times, and 

that can be discussed between us when necessary.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

N/A 


